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of the Registrar of Asiatics, and dated as recently as the 7th instant,
which runs as follows:

I have the honour to inform you that it has been decided that Act No. 2
of 1907 is to remain on the Statute-book; consequently all Asiatics applying for
licences to trade must be required to produce a registration certificate issued
under the Act, or in the form of the voluntary certificate, a specimen of which
is attached, and to furnish a clear impression of their right-hand thumb for
examination in this Office. Any Asiatic who fails to carry out these requirements
is not entitled to the issue or renewal of any trading licence.

The thumb-impression should be forwarded as soon as possible to this
office, together with the name of the applicant, and the number of the registra-
tion certificate held by him.

You will notice that the circular states the decision of the Govern-
ment to retain Act 2 of 1907 on the Statute-book, and evidently to
legalize voluntary registration under it. If so, can Asiatics have any
patience, and can they have any trust in the promise, written or verbal,
of the Government? The circular, if it correctly sets forth the Govern-
ment's decision, is a tremendous eye-opener. However, the mass
meeting advertised for the burning of registration certificates remains
postponed, and every Asiatic awaits publication of the Government's
declarations. The only reason for drawing public attention to the
circular which I have been able to secure is to show that, when Asiatics
take any irrevocable step, it will not be without the gravest provocation.

[Yours etc.,
M. K. GANDHI]
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208.   TRIAL OF SORABJI SHAPURJI-II
[JOHANNESBURG,
July 10, 1908}
On Friday, the 10th instant, before Mr. Jordan, in B Court, Mr. Sorabji
Shapurji, the Parsi gentleman, who had already been acquitted of a similar charge,1
was charged, in terms of Section 8, Sub-Section 3 of Act 2 of 1907, with having failed
to produce a registration certificate issued under the Act, when the same was demanded
of him by Superintendent Vernon, oa the 9th instant. Mr. Cramer prosecuted for the
Crown, and Mr. Gandhi appeared for the defence.
Before replying generally to the indictment, Mr. Gandhi raised the plea of
oufrg jfott acqmt claiming that the accused had already been discharged in regard to
the same offence.
XHE MAGESTRATE:   It is a continuous offence*
1 For earlier judgment, M& footnote 3 on p. 347.